
Katie Porter – Candidate Statement 
 

Climate change is an existential threat to our species and our planet. And if we don’t take drastic, global 
measures to cut greenhouse gas emissions, it will have a devastating impact on our way of life here in 
Southern California.  But Mimi Walters and Donald Trump refuse to act to stop climate change. Instead, 
they are aiding a war on science funded by the oil industry and rolling back even the most basic 
greenhouse gas standards and climate protections.  Orange County and California are uniquely situated 
to suffer from disastrous harm caused by climate change.  Here are just some of the local costs Trump 
and Walters’ inaction: 
  
·      Permanent drought: Our ability to transport meltwater from the Sierra Nevadas to Southern 
California communities is what allowed this region to grow and thrive. But scientists expect the Sierra 
Snowpack, the source of most of Southern California’s water, to dry up by 2100 -- leaving tens of 
millions of families who live in the region without water. Imagine a permanent drought like the one we 
just experienced -- it's apocalyptic! 
  
·      More aggressive wildfires and worse air quality: Higher temperatures and drier conditions 
mean worse air quality and more aggressive and numerous wildfires, particularly in communities like 
many in the 45th district along canyons. 
  
·      Massive sea level rise:  A 2017 report by California's Ocean Protection Council Science Advisory 
Team shower that sea level rise in California communities is happening quicker than most experts 
imagined. The report states that coastal communities like those in Orange County will see 40 times the 
amount of sea level rise they saw in the 20th century -- costing hundreds of billions in damage. 
  
Orange County communities and families here have too much at stake to allow Trump and Walters to 
take us backward. I’d take the opposite approach, and here are just some places I would start: 
  
·      Force Washington to live up to our Paris accord promise to cut emissions by 80% by 2050 
  
·      Stop Trump’s political attacks on the EPA and create safeguards against future political attacks on 
EPA programs 
  
·      Enact sweeping national legislation to drastically cut greenhouse gas emissions 
  
·     Increase federal investment in truly renewable energy sources 
  
·      End billions in tax breaks that Big Oil, coal and the fossil fuel industry receive   
  
·      Add to federal emission standards – especially diesel vehicles and power plants 
  
·      Mandate climate change and environmental education in K-12 schools 
  
These are just first steps. But you can guarantee I’ll fight hard in Congress to advance real climate 
change legislation and environmental protections.  
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